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Eight new records of dragonflies from Jharkhand State, India
(Odonata: Aeshnidae, Gomphidae, Libellulidae)
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Abstract. A field survey carried out in 2008-2010 and examination of the collection of the
National Zoological Collection, Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata recorded eight
Anisoptera species new for the state of Jharkhand. These are Anaciaeschna jaspidea (Bur-
meister, 1839), Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960, Hemianax ephippiger (Burmeister,
1839), Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865), Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868), Tramea lim-
bata similata (Rambur, 1842), Tramea virginia (Rambur, 1842), and a yet unidentified species
of Anisogomphus Selys, 1858. These records increase the number of odonate taxa known
from Jharkhand State to 73.
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Introduction

The odonate fauna of JTharkhand State (Eastern India) is comparatively poorly ex-
plored with only a few limited studies having been carried out in the past. Earlier
records from Bihar State (to which Jharkhand belonged at that time) are given by
FRASER (1933, 1934, 1936), BHASIN (1953), PRASAD & KUMAR (1977) and PRASAD
& VARSHNEY (1988). Later on the Odonata of Tharkhand State proper has been stud-
ied by M1TRA (2002) and Basu (2013).

Material and method

Materials were obtained during field surveys by RB in 2008-2010 at different locali-
ties in various districts of Jharkhand State as well as by examination of specimens,
collected by various scientists from the study area, in the National Zoological Col-
lection, Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata. Nomenclature followed here is
after Davis & ToBIN (1985) and Tsupa (2000).

List of collecting sites

(1) Meghahatubura, Saranda Forests, West Singhbhum district. (2) Ranchi.
(3) Bokaro Coalfields (TISCO) 24 km E of Charhi, Hazaribagh district. (4) Marun-
chatra, near Hundru Falls, Ranchi district. (5) Forest around Kanhary Hills, 6 km
N of Hazaribagh. (6) Ormanjhi, Ranchi district. (7) Jokpur pond, Ghatsila, East
Singhbhum district. (8) Sakrugarh, Sahibgan;j district. (9) Bareil Lake, Udhwa Bird
Sanctuary, Sahibganj district. (10) Bengabad, Giridih district.
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Results

The following species were recorded for the first time from Jharkhand State. The
topographic position of the localities is provided in Fig. 1. If not stated otherwise,
specimens collected by RB.

Family Aeshnidae

1. Anaciaeschna jaspidea (Burmeister, 1839)
(1) 19 24-iv-1990, leg. S.S. Saha.

2. Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960
(1) 18 26-iv-1990, leg. S.S. Saha.

3. Hemianax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839)
(2) 13 vii-1922, leg. A. Van Emelen.

Family Gomphidae
4. Anisogomphus sp. (Selys, 1858)
(3) 19 (abdomen damaged) 14-vi-1994, leg. A.K. Sanyal.

Family Libellulidae
5. Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865)
(4) 12 30-xi-2008.
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Fig. 1. Topographic position of the localities of the eight species newly recorded for the
state of Jharkhand, India.
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6. Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868)
(5) 138 30-xi-1968, leg. R. Tilak.
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7. Tramea limbata similata (Rambur, 1842)

(6) 53 19 (one copula) 11-xii-2010.
8. Tramea virginia (Rambur, 1842)

(6) 73 19 11-xii-2010.

(7) 18 19 (copula) 20-xi-2008.

(8) 2 06-xi-2009.

(9) 38 07-xi-2009.

(10) 15 20-xi-2009.
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